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BRANDUN

ver since the crack studio team dubbed the Wrecking
Crew put Los Angeles on the musical map as a record-
ing center in the '60s, the SoCal session scene has mir-
rored the ebb and flow of the mighty Pacific. Only the
staunchest have been able to survive changing indus-
try tides to continue to get the calls from each new
regime behind the glass.

Case in point: Kevin “Brandino” Brandon. Known

for his powerful, precise tone and feel-good groove,
the veteran doubler is now navigating his fourth decade in the
City of Angels. Brandon can handle arco and pizzicato upright
dates as well as those requiring vintage

Fenders or modern 6-strings. Perhaps most
impressive of all is that he has done all of
the above lor contemporary artists such as
Outkast, Justin Timberlake, Mary J. Blige,

MEETS

and Joss Stone. Then again, overcoming

difficult odds has never daunted Brandon.

Born in Compton, California, on September 16, 1954,
Kevin Brandon canme invo this world with club feet (both [eet
wiere wrned backward an binh and had 10 be recomstrcred)
and a dislocaved hip, which, when resitached 1o his hipbone,
left ome leg two inches shorer than the other. Enduring years
in the hosphul 1w recover, his gift upon release, a1 age four,

was a Louis Armatrong concert, Inspired, he wicd piano and
sax belore recelving a 51 Geornge electric hass as o Chrlsimas
gilu an age nine, 1o Al owt 8 baned with his brother and sister,
While his ears were soon drawn 10 the jazz and pop rostings
of Slam Stewart, Ray Brown, Paul Chambers, James Jamer-
son, Chuck Raimey, and Wilten Felder, playing Mute in school
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BAJGHRES 2181

BARE FLATER | JULY ZOOE






wided L

on was ol that he husd 1 mame “Brandino,” from Dorseys all-lalian

B

oy

L3 secibom. He retirmed homme io Fed than s
] T 15y 1h 1gh hiigh nneciions wene refiring, so he relocuss
i Lzech baes, and began chissical lessons with his eleciric p aving. Whi ving o5 a 197R
L s ol private teachers, including Barn, Chevy Chase prime-time special, Brandon
Lickserman From the LA, Philhammsoni mked by handleader

I0

HEINE AmMDNE [AIX groups i akso Aretha Franklins missical director—i

v Doy Banad and sev Mew York Chis

gt am offer i join the Queeen of Souls road band. Res

slol aver the next 22 vears Belped I

supreme tone
pure quality . long life

iNto the music

wW.rotosounag.com

SOUND.C

T0 OUR MONTHLY TOUR TICKET DRAW - SEE SITE

BASE PLAVEE |

LIS, Barnam—w b

the Macraating waves of LA

Il\. s

13 com [Esing miasie bor the SO OpeeT Sl

eSS 1O WY

Irartsarg [roen 1984 g0 92, With the more recemt

resurgence of ahil-se ool ;-'.-,.-..-n|.| Wecls he
meschiane-raised artisis, Kevin 15 OnceE Again

namgeng el with his skilled 6 1RETS

WHY 15 THERE SUCH A DEMAND FOR VETERAN

PEMSEC IS [y YOWnger artislss

warss reasons, bt meostly becaise we n

have
Interme. Whethe

VN

a workd of information available on (e

% through woed of mowth or

somethving arisis hear for themsehves, muosickns

and =iyl S can b pinpoanted, | heid 8 Ewrpean
wisluicer rack me down Iecamse 1 had plaved
wilh James Beown and Fred Weslev am the a

track ol

Laocior Larrpll |m i early "Bls, When 1
worked with Willli.am and Jistin Timberlake on

Justin’s batest CD | FramreSen'’ LoveSounds], they

were 1 i evervone how they had hired Machae]

i ksany Thriller SUFIE s tion icelas's arriens

really wan th |l:||::.\,||;l|'\.'\- I e odher key e

s | leel isi

I ol | -
I IMUEEE &l i s

OECETATNS BPOTT a0 b wirsl im Chee Laie

s, SPuclemis wier

1%

INSIMEATSETlS, S Wi

acquiring music skills

o wouwr calls break dowm Betwe

icousic and elegiric basi?

Abonar SVS0, with somse of i ugrihi

I“- I:'

LI | I'. |'| WOCI :.'II I ISP e s I'I.III!"'I':' I:

being arco. | don’t o p distinciion recl

|
Lall as just plaving bass, whichewver is in my

hands, | cam sw ng on ¢lectrie and 1 car melay

lip-hop grooves

HMii

b i T |
i ViR Yl

LEMNE B WIER IS [T
¥

P Rl F EITISES

bl

Lthe kick

| ask the producer whan ke or she is

ing lor, whether they want me wiil

dmum or against and aroand i Then 1 give them

i bew dliflerent vartables—mashe a busy Mok Wl

- -
icel, a Memphis leel with less movemeni—so

they can pick our what they wamt. Thars where

avang & big vocabulary amd an assorimens of

basses s essential. A bt of times what mrod i

ers are alter is a cemain lek oF fll on a classi
R&rB song, or something similar 1o |

e Now many verses ind choruses there are

s secions. But with hip

kensa

I Hhe prey o

|':..|_'|__ L% Vil ReEver LY ::.|_\_|'! Wl Wy

WHIT LEack or

Whal sessions with daday’s g loppers



Basses Warwick Streaier 5 and & shringt: Pretless Warwick Streamer 6: '5% Fender Precision: ‘61
Fender Jarr Bass: ‘B4 Fender Preciticn with Jazr plcosp: 1900 Germas mundback acderitic bars:
LBF0 French Nathack scoustic bass with low C extension: BrandonBass S-gtrieeg electric upripht {Ger-
man and Frenach-style bows)

Strings Diddario XL ProSteels, GHS Super Steels, La Bella Ratwounds, Aadario Helicone Orchssstrsl
el brgbeid [with bow B) sels

Ammps: Gallen-Efueger Fusion550 head; Gallien-Erueger 100188.11 heag: Gallsen-Kroeger Meo 112
araf P12 cabinets; Gallsen-Knseger MB150E-111 combo (for upright)

Recording BB£ 01-1000 divect box (for lnctrics): D-TAR Soundspot, D-TAR Solitice Two-Channel
Mizing Blending System, CAD Trion 8000 mic (for upsright)
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W1l o theems weee lan, even when vou don’t me b emplae a “low, bassy orchesira®™ with my
see Ut artist. | enjoyved my sessions [or Joss upright and bowe | had him sing me a melods
Sone | Introducing Joss Stome| and Magy |, Blige which | recorded, and then | harmonized it on Toll-Free (USA only)

I'he Hecakthrough| because Raphael Saadig was thiree odher tracks 833-473 -5 310
the produscer, Jan irogquads Dhymamice wiis a Blast, War aulvice oo you give to voung baitias? SI7-372-7TH90 outside USA
the music being a blend of recro 708 and Furo | stress the imponance of learming the Esain
techno, My v e protably was working with dation role of the bass. There are & bot of great
nlee 200 on Outkast’s SpeakerBlooocThe Lo sohin Bass CDs oot thieee, bul Ueere siill otk

telow. For ™ 1he Love Betow (Ingro).” he asked i like ; et song and knowing the art ol how
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o complement it Kids wday are inte playing
TR]1] II;I|I st s, amd thas lne ., bt 1 abwans
T3l them yvou meed 1o 5 iy one instransent
completely. You moed 1o really “go 10 school
on o instramend and inoorsiand s roeas argd
critcria amd mywsicality: ithai way vl be s
much hurther along when vou pick up ather
INslrumenis OF Sliempt Eo |-|_-\,|-|. i
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We're having a it of a rebound from the
recent writers sinke, which ebwiously hurn the
whale enlerialnment idusiry heere Tl g1 e
tight; producers olien decide a1 the last minwie
tha ey wani real nlivers on g record. 1o we
a dilleremt Mavor or 1o olfser all the ebecimonics
2 o ever know when the phone will ring
and what its going o be for, The key 1o stay
ing alive is diversity, Back in the dav vou had
players who mainly did film dates or rock &
roll albume: now more than ever vou el Eo
be versatile and draw work Irom diflerem
s FCims
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Weekend Session
Session 1: July 13-18 | Session 2: July 20-25
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MULTIPLE SESSIONS AVAILABLE!

in andd around a commercial ey like Halls
wiokl=—=swheere vou need o book the part. never
mingd mor wa k'l.;.'_ anil |-'|:LII|'.'_ [unny—has
probably kept me from some phps. But lock
anad skill have gotten me otler gigs, =0 | have
Tl ol ainis

Uaced my share of dscouragement and pin
kalks along the way, bant if you have the tenacity
tir ik oo vour dreams ard have a work #Uhi
1 makch, you can suocoed. Thar's why | started
my nonprolit organization, Youw Cam Do fe [ You
Iry [wrwoas voki ansloitifyowirvorg| . [Ny desiped
10 proyvicle ||.'\-;I-' encouFaEseTmen, amnd resogifces
1o the physically and mentally challenged and
underprivileged in the (nmer-cities. Most pecenthy
I set up two local grammar schools with sofi
ware Iroan Sabelins Tor masi |I||,'.'.|EI'| PreErams
willh awiistic ¢hiklren
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eddycational |'\'.'|I|'. | harve acousiic amnd ¢l i
sl O that I'm preparing 1o release on my
Labsel, "N Houss A5 well as a songhosk with
mnusic froam the CDs, fesiaring Sibelius sofwame
thaa enables vouw I.'.|||I«.|'\.|-\.¢ thee TSRS 10 ATy LT
Iyl b any key v also been |:u:|:-. i
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May 30 - June 1

SES FOR ALL LEVELS!

Beginning, Intermediale & Advanced

ALL AGES WELCOME!

1 2=Aduli

ON OR OFF CAMPUS TUITION

Irclisdes Classes, Room & Meals or Classes Only

John Scofield  Paul Gilbert  Billy Sheehan  Rick Gratton

Gary Hoey

B

Sue Foley

Plus David Gogo, Dave Martone, Don Alder and more!
FOR A FREE BROCHURE OR MORE INFORMATION
Call 905.567.8000 or visit us online: www.guitarw orkshopplus.com

- ROLE 2 BLUES 2 JAZZ O ACOUSTIC 2 CLASSICAL = GUITAR = BASS 2 DRUMS = KEYBOARDS = VIOCALS 2 SONGWRITING
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EX BALLIEN-KRUEGER

KEVIN ‘BRANDINO’ BRANDON
Aretha Franklin
Mary J Blige
Justin Timberlake
Joss Stone

Luther Vandross
Jamiroquai
Outkast

James Brown
Stevie Wonder
The Temptations
Tommy Dorsey
The Beach Boys
Jimmy Smith

Ray Charles
Barry White
Kenny Rogers
Gladys Knight
Nancy Wilson
Dionne Warwick
Patti LaBelle
Vanessa Williams
Snoop Dogg

Al Jaureau
Waylon Jennings
Seals & Crofts
George Duke
Joe Sample

BOOTY BASS

How does a poor kid from Compton, CA become the first call bassist for the biggest music

acts in the world? Talent, dedication and a whole lot of tanacity. Brandino delivers exactly what top
producers are looking for every time. He chooses GK as his bass rig for exactly the same reason.
“Engineers love the flexibility,” states Brandino, “The GK delivers the punch, bottom, clarity and power
for me to play booty bass!”

POWER TO GROOVE

www.gallien.com
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